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FTII STRIKE: Day 57 


Today, the interim Director of FTII, Shri Prashant Pathrabe called for a press conference in the FTII 
campus to inform the media about the administrative action which is going to be taken against some 
students of FTII stating that those current students are overstaying in the campus after finishing their 
course. He told the media that they found some thirteen students of this category at first and then the 
administration realized that it's not thirteen but there are thirty students who have completed the course 
and still staying back. So, according to the Director’s statement those students have been asked to vacate 
the hostel immediately. But, the fact is that most of their diplomas are at different stages of making and 
they have been asked to leave since their roles are considered to be over for the particular project. We are 
trying to understand the logic behind this notice, since the stages of film making cannot be isolated from 
each other. There are editors and camera students who got notices even though their sound and grading 
are yet to do. A project can only be considered as complete once it is officially submitted. This notice from 
the Director on the instructions of the ministry now clearly resonate our fears of institutional autonomy 
under threat. The claims of the government and Minister of State, Mr. Rathore that appointments are only 
administrative in function now only proves false, as the government has finally resorted to interfere with 
our filmmaking and academic practices as well. 


Also, the Director said that there are 50 students in 2008 batch whose final diplomas are at different 
stages. Still, the administration wanted them to proceed with the assessment on as-is-where-is basis. 
Since we fail to understand the rational of assessing incomplete diploma films in a film school like FTII, 
we completely derecognize this assessment. Director himself acknowledged in front of the media that 
there were mistakes from the part of authorities also for the delay happened in the course. Most of these 
students who got notice right now have never been issued any notice in the past from the administration 
in this regard. It makes the whole thing suspicious since these actions are taken when most of the 
students are out of the campus for Delhi protest. 


The director also mentioned in the press conference that 82 contract staff and faculty who are somehow 
related to academic activities will not be wanting in the campus, since they don’t have anything to do in 
the current strike scenario. We strongly condemn these moves against the students, faculties and staff 
who are the actual stakeholders of the place by recognizing this as arm-twisting tactics to put all of us 
under pressure and dissolve the core issue regarding the political appointments of illegible people in the 
current FTII Society. We also extend our full support to the contractual staff and faculties who are being 
threatened to be thrown out of the campus. 
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